2024,

()

BEST
SCHOOLS

@ Utah Academy
><4 FAQ 2023/24

Utah Arts Academy is a public school, located in Greater Zion, that provides an arts and
academically focused education for talented students from grades 8 to 12. On a daily basis,
students broaden their perspectives to share powerful stories as they work with dedicated
teachers in: acting, voice, dance, music, art, math, science, humanities and technology.
Graduates build on the creative habits they develop to establish careers in a wide array of fields,
supporting their individual communities.

8-12th Grade - Free Public High School

Q: What do we believe?

A: Utah ARTS Academy is a unique school in the heart of St. George. Our teachers and staff
mirror the demographics of the area. Though we are an arts school, which oftentimes gives a
false connotation that we are more “liberal” in our
methods and content, we can ensure that all content
taught and performed is sensitive to all of our
students and is age appropriate. As one of the only
high schools in the area to have a dress code, we

strive to create an education environment where all #1 - Best High School in Utah for the Aruit
. . Top 4% - Best High School Teachers in America
students can thrive. We can assure each family that . 4 .
. L ) . op 8% - Best Teachers in Utah
the individual student and family beliefs and Top 12% - Best High Schools for the Arts in America
commitments are supported and protected. Teaching 4th Best HS in Washington County

(behind only Success, DHHS and CCHS) .?4024.

should be unbiased and all students should be able to
hold space and feel comfortable with their belief
systems. We do not have any political agenda at UAA \ ARTS N;ECS':E

and our goal is to teach students through a creative / \'%
and curiosity based lens. . '

Q: How does UAA rank?

A: We use Niche as our official ranking system as that is the most used platform for
school-based decisions in the United States. We are the top arts school in Utah (out of 14) and
in the top 12% of arts schools nationwide. Our teachers rank in the top 4% nationally as well.

Top Arts HS in Utah (out of 17)

Top 12% Arts HS's in the Nation (out of 1,200 schools)
Top 4% teachers in the Nation (out of 19,000 schools)
Top 8% teachers in Utah (out of 180 schools)
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Q: How are the academics at UAA?

A: We are part of the top 4 academic schools in all of So. Utah (Success/Crimson/Desert
Hills/UAA). We have the best composite ACT score for districts in all of So. Utah. We are also a
top 10 school for English in the state of Utah. US News and World Report listed UAA as a school
of distinction. So in one word, the academics at UAA are AMAZING!

Q: Does UAA offer LDS Seminary?

A: Yes, across the street to UAA is an LDS building and we offer seminary to all those students
who want to participate. If we have enough students, we offer classes during the school day,
which takes the place of an elective.

Q: How much does UAA cost?
A: UAA is a FREE public charter school. Students pay regular public school fees, but we also
provide resources to help.

Q: Do the teachers know their content?

A: Yes, they almost all have terminal degrees in
their fields of study, and they all have
professional work experience in the industry
(inside and outside of Utah). They have coached
actors in LA, written songs with millions of
streams, performed with the Utah Symphony,
toured with bands, put up national art shows,
etc. You are getting the best instruction from the
most professional educators in Utah.

Q: My child loves the arts... do you have the programs to help my student excel?

A: Yes, we have the programs, staff and connections to get your child to the next level. We have
connections with Disney, Netflix, Hulu, Nashville, LA, NYC, and others. Our students win top
awards in the arts at a national level, and continuously get into top programs across the country.
We offer master classes in all industries and have connections to working artists (dance, music,
theatre, musical theatre, guitar, art, improv, etc.) in all major arts city hubs.

Q: Can my child get college credit while coming to your school?

A: Yes, we have many students going down that path. We have an excellent partnership with
Utah Tech University for concurrent enrollment, and have students who have graduated with an
associates degree.

Q: We heard you have an ACT Boot Camp at UAA?

A: Yes, we have a robust ACT Boot Camp that helps students prepare and take the ACT test. This
program equalizes the opportunity gap for all students, allowing an average of a two to four
point gain. This could be the difference between getting into college or not, or getting a
scholarship or not. We are the only school to have this level of programming built into the
school day and FREE for students. A private course with this material would be $1,500-52,000
per student.
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Q: Can my child do Success Academy while enrolled at UAA?
A: Yes, we have had many successful students go through the SA/ACE program while attending
our school. We have a partnership with Success for this purpose.

Q: What if my child is already doing local productions?

A: We love that your child is practicing their craft. At UAA, we work hard to elevate each student
and get them to the next level (University or Professional). We encourage students to not only
do performances, which are super fun, but also to push themselves through expert training. All
of our teachers are working professionals in their craft and most have Masters in their field of
study. There are many great organizations in our community that we love and support.

Q: Are your teachers qualified?

A: In both academics and arts, our teachers are highly qualified. We pride ourselves on our elite
staff, and their connections. Some of those include: Actors Equity, Directors Guild, ASCAP, BMI,
Harvard, McRel, Disney Theatricals, Arts Schools Network, Netflix, Hulu, Disney+, LA, Nashville,
NYC, Broadway, and countless top universities.

Q: Is UAA a safe school?

A: We take this question and what it means to our
students very seriously. Our school is open and accepting
to ALL students. We do not tolerate bullying of any kind,
and have created an environment, at the school level, that
is unlike any other school in So. Utah. Our culture
highlights this and our students and teachers are
constantly aware. Because of our smaller class sizes and
ability to know ALL of our students, creating a SAFE school
is always the top priority.

Q: Do you have productions/shows?

A: Yes, we do a school-wide musical every year, and each
studio does events and performances throughout the year including: dance, improv, art,
singer-songwriter, jazz band, plays, vocal, guitar, piano, strings, etc. Additionally, we strive to
ensure that every aspect of our performances are student centered with them creating
marketing, playing live music and running all sound and lighting.

Q: Do you take trips, provide off-site experiences, or compete?

A: We offer several off-site performance and learning opportunities. Our students compete
locally at the Shakespeare Festival, and nationally with YoungArts. We create experiential
learning opportunities that connect to performance outcomes for students. We have traveled
to California, New York, Arizona, Nevada, and across Utah. Our students have won numerous
awards, specifically YoungArts, which connects them to scholarships nationwide.

Q: Do UAA students receive scholarships?

A: Each year, our students amass scholarships to top universities that collectively exceed
millions of dollars.
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